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Philo: On the contrary, it is here chiefly, cried Philo, that the uniform and equal
maxims of Nature are most apparent. Man, it is true, can, by combination, sur-
mount all his real enemies, and become master of the whole animal creation.... This
very society, by which we surmount those wild beasts, our natural enemies; what
new enemies does it not raise to us? What woe and misery does it not occasion?
Man is the greatest enemy of man. Oppression, injustice, contempt, contumely,
wolence, sedmon, war, calumny, treachery, fraud; by these they mutually torment

each other, and thev would soon dissolve that society which they had formed, were
it not for the dread of snll greater 1lls, which must attend their separation.

Demea: But though these external insults, said Demea, from animals, from men,
from all the elements, which assault us, form a frightful catalogue of woes, they are

nothing in comparison of those Which arise within ourselves) from the distempered
condmon of our mind and body. How many lie under the lingering torment of dis-

eases? Hear the pathetic enumeration of the great poet.

Intestine stone and ulcer, colic-pangs,
Demoniac frenzy, moping melancholy,

And moon-struck-madness, pining atrophy,
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence.

Dire was the tossing, deep the groans: despair
Tended the sick, busiest from couch to couch.
And over them triumphant death his dart
Shook: but delay’d to strike, though oft invok’d

With vows, as their chief good and final hope.
(Milton, Paradise Lost 11:484-93)
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The disorders of the mind, continued Demea, though more secret, are not
haps less dismal and vexatious. Remorse, shame, anguish, rage, disappoimmper'
anxiety, fear, dejection, despair; who has ever passed through life without C::t,
inroads from these tormentors? How many have scarcely ever felt any better sensﬂ
tons? Labour and poverty, so abhorred by every one, are the certain ot of the f:-
greater number; and those few privileged persons, who enjoy ease and Opulencer
never reach contentment or true felicity. All the goods of life united would no;
make a very happy man; but all the ills united would make a wretch indeed; and
any one of them almost (and who can be free from every one?) nay often the
absence of one good (and who can possess all?) is sufficient to render life ineligi-

ble....

Philo: And is it possible ... said Philo, that after all these reflections, and infinitely
more, which might be suggested, you can still persevere in your Anthropomor-
phism, and assert the moral attributes of the Deity, his justice, benevolence, mercy,
and rectitude, to be of the same nature with these virtues in human creatures? His
power we allow is infinite: whatever he wills is executed: but neither man nor any
other animal i1s happy: therefore he does not will their happiness. His wisdom is
infinite: He is never mistaken in choosing the means to any end: But the course of
Nature tends not to human or animal felicity: therefore it is not established for that
purpose. Through the whole compass of human knowledge, there are no inferences
more certain and infallible than these. In what respect, then, do his benevolence
and mercy resemble the benevolence and mercy of men?
Epicurus’s old questions are yet unanswered.
Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able? then is he impotent. Is he able, but
D;t willing? then is he malevolent. Is he both able and willing? whence then is evil?

Discussion

1. Whart are the different kinds of evils that Philo and Demea speak of? Are any
of these easier to reconcile with God’s goodness and power than any others?

2. If you don’t know what anthropomorphism means, look it up in a dictionary:
Is anthropomorphism, when applied to God, good or bad? Defend your
answer. ”

3. What conclusion do you think Hume is drawing here? Support your posiion:
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